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Dao is in Weeds

Kyoto City University of Arts Art Gallery @KCUA ‘é‘
will hold a solo exhibition of the influential artist

Zheng Bo. Based on caretul research into historical

facts and social phenomena, Zheng creates artworks

to contemplate the future, working together with

plants, especially weeds.

Zheng conducted research in Kyoto in January and
March 2019. He visited Suujin, an area east of Kyoto
Station with a long activist history centered on the
idea of equality, where Kyoto City University of Arts
will be relocated to. He was enchanted by Suujin,
where the situation is changing every day in the
midst of the city’s redevelopment efforts and the
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impending relocation of the university. He decided to
create a project to imagine a more ecological future
for this area, centered on equality for all species. He
will grow this project in collaboration with a group

of activists, artists, architects, anthropologists, and

ccologists who are already living or working in
Suujin. In the exhibition, Zheng will create an

installation based on this research.

The Chinese title of the exhibition “JEFEFFE” (Dao
is in Weeds) is a passage from Zhuangzi. It appears in
the scene where Zhuang Zhou is faced with a
question “Where does Dao exist?” and he explains
“Dao is ubiquitous, and all embracing.” Everything in
nature — not just human agency — is equally valuable.
Through his work, Zheng ponders: how should we, who
are deeply entangled in the geological epoch of the
“Anthropocene,” reposition ourselves in Earth’s
ecosystems, and what kind of futures do we want to
create, for all beings?
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Phone: 075-253-1509 / E-mail: gallery@kcua.ac.jp

Kyoto City University of Arts Art Gallery @KCUA
238-1 Oshiaburanokoji-cho, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto 604-0052 JAPAN

ZHENG Bo (born in Beijing, 1974; lives and works
in Hong Kong) is an artist, writer, and teacher,
committed to socially and ecologically engaged art.
He investigates the past and imagines the future >
from the perspectives of marginalized communities http://g“lllcr)r'kcua'ac']p
and marginalized plants. He is learning to cultivate
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ecological wisdom for a Good Anthropocene. i'é
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Vivente (Torino), TheCube Project Space (Taipei), S Exit2 Oshikoji-dori
Villa Vassilieft (Paris), Cass Sculpture Foundation Kyoto City Subway Tozai Line . @ KC UA
(Goodwood), Sifang Art Museum (Nanjing), and

Hong Kong Museum of Art. In 2018 his works

He has worked with a number of museums and art

wop-tfoxoueingy

spaces in Asia and Europe, most recently Parco Arte

0B Oike-dori

have been included in Manifesta 12, Cosmopolis
#1.5, the 11th Taipei Biennial, the 2nd Yinchuan
Biennial, and the 1st Thailand Biennial.
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He taught at China Academy of Art from 2010 to \ 7

1L Preridophitia 1,2016. Video (4K, color, sound), 17 min. 2013, and currently teaches at the School of

2. Pteridophilia 2, 2018. Video (4K, color, sound), 20 min.

3. Pteridophilin 3,2018. Video (4K, color, sound), 15 min.

45_ Survival Manual I (Hand-Copied 1961 “Shanghai’s Wild Edible Plants”), 2015.
Ink on paper, 72 sheets, 18.4 x 13cm each

6. Survival Manual I (Hand-Copied 1945 “Taiwan’s Wild Edible Plants”), 2016.
Ink on paper, 105 sheets, 18.4 x 13 cm each

5 i \ = i K g SEERRF X v 7Y — @KCUA
Creative Media, City University of Hong Kong. In i i S I AT 2

2016, he received Commendation for outstanding \ N 7 d \
\ 7 4 Curated by Kyoto City University of Arts Art Gallery @KCUA
achievements in the development of arts and culture > TSN AN N ) ey, \

Organized by Kyoto City University of Arts
from Secretary for Home Affairs, Hong Kong SAR

Government.

With additional funding from Kao Foundation for Arts and Sciences and Japan Arts Council
With the cooperation of The Bank of Yanagihara Memorial Museum
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