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Kyoto City University of Arts Art Gallery @KCUA has pre-
sented exhibitions, workshops, and lectures on an annual
basis to create the opportunity for young artists and other
visitors to come into contact with internationally recognized
artists from around the world. This year, @KCUA presents
the first solo exhibition in Japan by Christian Jankowski, the
Berlin-based artist known for his confrontational and playful
works of art with humorous aspects.

Jankowski travels around the world constantly with a brief-
case in one hand and a carry-on suitcase in the other.
Through collaborations with first-rate professionals based in
the different locations where he is invited to work, Jankowski
connects the art world with other professional spheres. In
doing so, he not only sheds light on the relationship between
the two fields, but also calls their ways of being into question.

More than one new work will be premiering in this exhibition:
A new video work titled Safari, based on a lecture/perfor-
mance with Kyoto City University of Arts students and
alumni along a path near Matsunoo-taisha Shrine, and a
multi-part work titled Traveling Artist, made in collaboration
with kinbaku by Aska Ryuzaki (kyoto Gion Bizarre Lounge BAR-BARA
both originating in Jankowski's first visit in June
2018. The title of this exhibition, Floating World, expresses
Jankowski's fascination with kinbaku - a Japanese style of
bondage involving intricate ropework - from early on in the
research visit, particularly his interest in being bound and
suspended in the air, floating aboveground along with all of
his travel luggage.
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Beyond the historical reference to the artistic representation
and development of kinbaku through kabuki theater and
ukiyo-e prints, the title can also be said to represent
Jankowski's artistic practice as a whole. In works such as
Heavy Weight History (2013), which was recently shown in
Japan at Yokohama Triennale 2017, Jankowski has defied
gravity to change our perception, exploring connections
between the art world and other worlds and pointing to the
possibility of new worlds beyond the limits of our conscious-
ness. @KCUA invites you to see how Jankowski's new ideas
have been realized in this exhibition.
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Speaker, external frame pack,
smartphone with video (28 min. 38
sec., animal sounds and Japanese
translation with English subtitles), etc.
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Photo by Takeru Koroda
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On-screen translation by Yuki Itai.
Filmed and edited by Takuya Matsumi.
Object made with the cooperation of
Ryuichiro Ando and Seido Ikeda
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25 min. 1sec,, in German

with English and Japanese
subtitles
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the Moldau and
Vice Versa
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Audio (Spree: 18 min. 37 sec,,
Moldau: 19 min. 28 sec.),
records, record covers,
turntable, photographs (set
of 5), etc.
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See record cover (verso) for
credits
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Photograph on the right end taken in
Kyoto on September 16, during “Playing
the Spree and the Moldau to the Kamo
River Delta,” at the point where Kamo
River (&15)11) and Takano River meet to
form Kamo River (#)I) . Performed by
Kazumichi Komatsu. Photo by

Takuya Matsumi
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Christian Jankowski's
luggage and kinbaku by
Aska Ryuzaki
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Installed with support from
Merry Mita, Chika Aoki, and
Bambi
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15 min. 47 sec,, in Japanese with
English subtitles
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Kinbaku by Aska Ryuzaki. Filmed and
edited by Takuya Matsumi
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Video (1 min. 11 sec.),
photograph

Walking Logic
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Walking sticks and
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CHRISTIAN JANKOWSKI: FLOATING WORLD
Saturday, September 15 - Sunday, October 28, 2018
Curated by Kyoto City University of Arts Art Gallery @KCUA

Organized by Kyoto City University of Arts with additonal
funding from Asahi Group Arts Foundation and Japan Arts
Council, and with the cooperation of Goethe-Institut Villa
Kamogawa, Yasuhito Mimura, and Aska Ryuzaki (kyoto Gion Bizarre
Lounge BAR-BARA -the Bizarre-). Sponsored by Nawaya

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Born in Gottingen, Germany in 1968, Christian Jankowski lives
and works in Berlin. He has been a professor at the Stuttgart
State Academy of Art and Design since 2005. In 2016 he was
the artistic director of the 11th edition of the European
MANIFESTA biennial in Zurich, entitled What People Do for
Money. Jankowski's work has been presented in numerous
solo and group exhibitions both in Germany and abroad,
including at the Biennale di Venezia in 1999 and 2013, the 2017
Whitney Biennial and the 2017 Yokohama Triennale. This year
he is showing his work in solo exhibitions in Kyoto and New
York as well as curating the Academiae Art Biennial in
Bolzano and participating in the Sculpture Biennale in Boras,
Sweden.

Installation supported by Paul Thiiroff (studio Christian Jankowski)

Venue preparation and installation by Seido Ikeda,
Ryuichiro Ando, Shuhei Fukushima, Satoshi Kawata,
Mitsuhiro Kishimoto, Yohei Kumano, Kotaro Tategami,

Tomoshi Yasuda, and Yasushi Amano



